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In a field being transformed by technology, SydÂ Â Field shows you what works and why and how

to findÂ Â new ways to create a truly outstanding film usingÂ Â four extraordinary examples: Thelma

&Â Â Louise, Terminator 2: JudgementÂ Â Day, The Silence Of TheÂ Â Lambs, and Dances

WithÂ Â Wolves.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Screenwriting

There is a huge gulf between writing books and screenplays. Books must paint mental pictures,

where movies ARE pictures, usually accompanied by dialog. "Usually," I said, because I saw a fine

feature movie in Zurich once that had no dialog. Background sounds were there, and it wasn't until

halfway through that the absence of dialog dawned on me. The movie was made for viewing by

audiences of any language.Field handles the subject of screen writing visually. His book

"Screenplay" was immensely helpful to me, even if I did have to get darned serious with it and plow

through it several times. But, describing the elements of good screen writing is, after all, much more



complex than explaining in words how to make a tasty stew.The stew recipe could be followed by

most anybody and the result would likely be okay, but Field's subject is much more complex and

subjective. Nevertheless, anyone who pays attention and will apply themselves can benefit from this

book, and from "Screenplay" as well.Many readers of books on writing will never write anything, but

this one has a side benefit for those who sort of want to write but won't: It's a movie-appreciation

course, too. I saw "Thelma and Louise" (one of the 4 studied here) years ago, liked it, then left it

alone. Working through Field's books over and over required that I watch this fine movie again.

Gosh, Susan and Geena, I hardly even knew 'ya. Another once was not enough -- now I've seen

"Thelma and Louise" a dozen times and never tire of it. Not only is it a splendid "how-to" on script

writing, it's a wonderful movie adventure.Field preaches that we should enter scenes late and exit

early.
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